THE POLITICS OF REPENTANCE
rebirth of Christianity could prepare them for it: a
renewal, in millions of individual lives, of the actual
experience that 'perfect love casts out fear'. We must
not put this aside as a dream. It is to be laboured for,
every day, by those who believe that it is true. But we
have also to acknowledge that it is not practical
politics in 1939. We are not ready to take the optimum
moral initiative.
But if only we could admit to our souls that that is
the optimum moral initiative, we should at least have
a clue to the kind and quality of the moral initiative
we must take, in the realm of practical politics. It
must be a genuine moral initiative directed manifestly
towards the good, and it must involve a sacrifice. No
initiative for good can be taken without sacrifice. And
the democracies need to make it clear that they are
prepared to make some real sacrifice for the good. We
need a policy which indicates plainly to ourselves and
to the world that we know where we wish to go, and
that we are trying to go there. Two such opportunities
of a practical moral initiative are outstanding. The
first is that we should pledge ourselves by a solemn
declaration that, under no circumstances, however
desperate", will we resort to the use of the bombing
aeroplane upon the territories of another nation, be-
cause we believe that the indiscriminate slaughter it
necessitates is intolerable to the civilized conscience.
We may be bombed, but we will not bomb. The
second is to recognize that the democracies have a
responsibility for the refugees from totalitarian perse-
cution, and to declare that we are prepared to take our
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